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European Generation Link 
Library
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Contents of the library
First, a summary of what is in the library:

• Over a hundred stories (and counting);
• In English, French, Spanish, Italian, German, 

Slovene, Czech, Hungarian, Latvian, Polish, 
Romanian and Swedish;

• Can be searched by family, politics, economics, 
environmental, love stories; education and social 
life. 
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Reasons for migration

Love Economic Politics War Adventure Family
Main 

reason
14 19 9 8 4 19

Only 
reason

9 2 3 7 3 2

Of those in English, French, Italian or Spanish, the 
reasons were:
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Stayed or returned?
• In ascending order:
• Only 3 out of the 14 who moved for love returned home to 

their original countries; 
• Only 2 of the 9 who moved for political reasons returned; 
• Of the 19 who migrated with their families, 8 have returned; 
• Of the 8 who were forced to move because of war, 4 have 

returned; 
• Two of the 4 adventurers returned; the other returned for a 

long period but then went to her husband’s country on 
retirement;

• Of the 19 who left for economic reasons, 11 have returned.
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Outcomes of migration
• Love had mixed socio-economic effects but mainly positive 

personal ones.
• The majority of economic migrants either did well or okay 

and were happy.
• Political migrants suffered socio-economically but not, finally, 

personally.
• Victims of war had mixed fortunes economically but all 

ended up happy.
• The adventurers are too few and too diverse for 

generalisation.
• Those who moved with or to join their families did well socio-

economically and most had happy outcomes.
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Select a topic
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Click on the topic and then 
click ‘Search’
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Choose a story to read: 
Beatrix
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Read a chapter
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Turn a page ... and so on
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Beatrix’s family album (1)
• Pictures from Beatrix’s past – a pro-Nazi father

• German students in 
Romania

• An upper-class 
family



16th-17th September 2008 Multiplier Seminarw w w . e u r o p e a n - g e n e r a t i o n - l i n k . o r g

Beatrix’s family album (2)
Pictures from Beatrix’s past – happy days

Christmas First (and last) holiday 
by car
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Beatrix’s family album (3)
Pictures from Beatrix’s past – end of an era

Fleeing from the Russians
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Ludmila

Ludmila’s story
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Ludmila’s family album
Ludmila’s story

Ludmila wearing 
her work number 
in forced labour 
factory

After the war – in a 
sanatorium for TB 
patients
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Family albums
Moments from our European history: Hitler youth – East Berlin –
fall of the Berlin wall – earthquake in Italy 
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Finally -

Many more stories, some pictures, audio and 
video clips at:

www.european-generation-link.org

Thank you!
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Thank you for your attention!

• Pamela Clayton
• Department of Adult & Continuing
• Education 
• University of Glasgow
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